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This Journal has received the following letter 
from student. Without identifying the 
source of this letter in any way we sent copies 
to several outstanding churchmen and scholars. 
Replies from Dr. Oswald T. Allis, formerly of 
Princeton Theological Seminary; Dr. Robert F. 
Gribble, professor at the Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, and Dr. G. Aiken Taylor 
follow: Editor. 


January 4, 1956. 
The Editor: 


Here at our Bible 
professors teach us that the book (or many 
books, as they say) of Isaiah is not a prophecy 
of the coming Messiah. When we come to the 
study of the Gospel of Matthew we are told 
that those passages which Matthew takes from 
Isaiah and shows how Jesus Christ is the ful- 
fillment of these prophecies are not really 
prophecies. This is the most common explana- 
tion which we are given. “When Matthew wrote 
his Gospel he was in a great hurry. He very 
quickly flipped through Isaiah, and when he 
would see a word which sounded like some- 
thing he wanted, he would quickly copy down 
that verse without bothering to read it. For 
example, in Matthew 1:23, we read, ‘Behold, 
a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his name Em- 
manuel Now in his rapid perusal of 
Isaiah, Matthew noticed the word ‘virgin’. 
Since he believed Christ was born of a virgin, 
he copied into his Gospel this verse because 
he saw the word “virgin.” But really this verse 
in Isaiah refers to an incident which occurred 
in that man’s time.” 
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This explanation has me worried, as it does 
many other students. It seems reasonable the 
way it is explained; however, I feel that this 
is not the explanation orthodox Christianity 
would give. Could you give an answer to this 
question in the Journal. A Student 


Reply by Dr. Allis 

In dealing with such a situation as is described 
it is important to remember that it is only 
a symptom of a very serious disease which is 
wide-spread today even in professedly Christian 
circles. The disease is rationalism or = anti- 
supernaturalism. It is often more loosely de- 
scribed as Modernism or Higher Criticism. Its 
aim is to discredit and destroy the pervasive 
and all-important Supernaturalism of the Bible 
and of Biblical Christianity. 


The reason Matt. 1:22f is such a stumbling 
block to rationalistic critics of the Bible is 
simply because it involves three things which 
are especially offensive to them: (1) the miracu- 
lous as involved in the virgin birth, (2) long- 
range prediction, the foretelling of an event 
more than seven centuries before it took place, 


(3) the plenary inspiration and divine authority 


of the Scriptures, Matthew's appeal to Isaiah’s 
use of the word “virgin” (almah) as fulfilled 
in the birth of Jesus. 


As to the interpretation of this much dis- 
cussed passage, it must suffice to say that the 
Christian who accepts the plain teachings of 
the Bible as to miracle and prophecy has the 
same right today that Bible-believers have al- 
ways had to accept the simple statement made 
in Matthew's Gospel that the birth of Jesus 
of the Virgin Mary was foretold by the prophet 
Isaiah. In saying this we do not mean to assert 
that the word almah must mean and can only 
mean “‘virgin.”” Words are too often used loose- 
ly or with varying shades of meaning for it 
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to be possible for us to make sweeping asser- 
tions as to what they can or cannot mean. It 
is possible that the word almah may at times 
have been used in the broad sense of “young 
woman.” But it remains a fact that in the O.T. 
the word is certainly sometimes used of a virgin 
(cf. Gen. 24:43, where the word rendered ‘“‘vir- 
gin’ is almah, with vs. 16 where a fuller state- 
ment is made regarding Rebekah) ; and in most, 
if not in all, of the few other passages where 
the word occurs the rendering “‘virgin’’ is more 
or less clearly demanded by the context. Con- 
sequently, it cannot be denied that almah may 
mean “virgin”; and the use of the word “sign” 
by Isaiah clearly implies that Ahaz is to receive 
a special proof of the sovereign power of God, 
despite the fact that its fullest meaning would 
be completely hidden from the eyes of the un- 
believing king. The Septuagint Version renders 
the word by parthenos which all Greek scholars 
admit to have the meaning “virgin.” Matthew 
in quoting Isaiah’s prophecy uses the word 
parthenos and declares that it is fulfilled in the 
virgin birth of Christ which he has just de- 
scribed. ‘The evidence for the virgin birth is 
as strong and convincing as it has ever been. 
Modern historical study has discovered nothing 
to discredit it. : 


The claim expressed in the words, “But really 
this verse in Isaiah refers to an incident which 
cccurred in that man’s time,” has to do with 
the interpretation of vv.15-16 of Isaiah’s proph- 
ecy. It is no new discovery that the childhood 
of the son who is to be born to the almah of 
vs. 14 appears to be used as a ‘“‘time-guage”’ 
lor events which are to take place in the days 
of Ahaz or of one of his successors. How this 
can be so, if the prophecy refers to the Messiah 
has been much discussed and cannot here be 
considered in detail.* Some scholars find here 
a double sense, a partial fulfilment in the days 
of Ahaz and a final and complete fulfilment 
in the birth of Jesus the Christ. But whatever 
the explanation may be, all who accept the 
authority of Scripture will accept Matthew’s ex- 
press statement, that the virgin birth of Jesus 
was the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy. 


Finally it is to be noted that it is these very 
things to which the rationalist objects so 
strongly which make the Bible so uniquely 
precious to the Christian believer. He rejoices 
in believing that the coming of Jesus Christ 
into this world was foretold centuries before 
His advent in a long chain of Messianic proph- 
ecy going back to the Garden of Eden, that He 


entered this world in a unique way, that He 
performed mighty signs and wonders, that He 
spake as none other spake, that He lived a sin- 
less life, that He gave His life a ransom for 
many on the ‘Cross, that He rose triumphant 
over death, that He ascended up into heaven, 
that He is now seated on the right-hand of 
power, and that from thence He will come to 
judge the quick and the dead. For it is these 
very things which evidence to him the unique 
preeminence of the Saviour whom he worships 
as Lord and God. These great affirmations of 
fact and faith are embodied in the _ historic 
Creeds of the Church. They are all derived 
from the Bible and from the Bible alone; and 
the Christian accepts them on the authority of 
that Book which the Holy Spirit attests to him 
to be the very Word of God. 


It is only to be expected that skeptics who 
deny the great doctrines of the Christian faith 
will make every effort to discredit and disprove 
them. But the situation becomes truly tragic 
when this attack is made from within the 
Church, when teachers in “church related col- 
leges’” and professors in theological seminaries 
and ministers from Christian pulpits use their 
positions to undermine the faith which they 
should account it their highest privilege and 
most solemn obligation to teach and defend. 

Oswald ‘T. Allis. 


*Addison Alexander discussed this problem 
very fully in his Commentary on Isaiah, which 
though published more than a century ago is 
remarkably up-to-date. Many of the new dif- 
ficulties raised by the critics are merely old 
problems in slightly different form. 


Reply by Dr. Gribble 


This student’s questions reveal a serious and 
startling situation: 


In the first place, none can prove that Isaiah 
is other than one book. Dual and multiple 
writership grew originally out of rejection of 
the supernatural and the denial of prophesy 
as prediction. For 2700 years the writership of 
this book was unquestioned. Those who were 
far closer to the original prophet than are 
the latter-day critics, would seem to have been 
in better position to judge in this matter: they 
accepted Isaiah. It is beyond comprehension 
that Israel’s greatest prophet with so incompar- 
ably superb messages as in chapters 40-66, should 
be unknown! 
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In the second place, the technical data enter- 
ing into a detailed study of Isa. 7:14, shows that 
the passage is Messianic, actual prophesy, and 
referrable to later times than Isaiah of Jeru- 
salem in the eighth century B. C. For one 
thing, whereas the word translated virgin does 
not necessarily signify virginity, yet in O.T. 
usage it can and does do so. (In both Hebrew 
and Greek even the technical word for virgin 
is used at times in opposite sense). The Greek 
version (LXX) renders the word virgin, - the 
word of Isa. 7:14, which is literally the virgin. 
We hold that virgin is the correct translation 
therefore. 


In the third place, to say that Matthew wrote 
his account “in a great hurry,” that he “flipped 
through Isaiah,” is simply an opinion, and a 
poor one, utterly impossible of proof. And to 
state that when he found a likely word, he 

uickhy copied the verse without bothering to 
read it,” reveals gross misunderstanding of the 
Hebrews’ grasp of their Bible, the O.T., and 
presents an assumption unworthy of a teacher 
of the Bible, showing how hard-put a man 1s 
who rejects a plain unequivocal statement of 
Scripture. 


In the fourth place, even allowing for some 


possible exaggeration on the part of the student, 
the teacher himself should question the pro- 
priety of his continuation in so responsible a 
place with such instruction as this. And lastly, 
I should like to say to this student and to all 
students in all institutions: 


Don't believe anything that anybody says 
simply because /re says it. 


There are as many variations from the truth 
even in theological books as there are on the 
tongues olf men. 


kven good Christians may be misled regard- 
ing Biblical matters in adopting opinions ol 
some men of supposed scholarship. Brains is 
not synonymous with truth. 


No one knows enough to deny the simple 
statements of the Bible. 


The Bible is a supernatural Book; despite the 
fact that many supposed Christians treat it as 
a man-made composition. It abundantly evi- 
dences itself to be a revelation from God, and 
not a record of human attempts to discover God 
and to calculate His will. 

Robt. F. Gribble. 


Reply by Dr. Taylor 
Dear Joe: 


(I hope you won’t mind my calling you 
“Joe.” But I do not know your name and it 
helps to call you something!) 
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You seem to have run head-on unto Unbelief 
of the sophisticated scholastic variety which, |] 
am sorry to tell you, is not a rare species on 
college and university campuses. A very curious 
person indeed is the professional “religionist” 
who has a scholarly interest instead of a_per- 
sonal stake in Christianity. Some of these peo- 
ple think of religion as a “discipline” or a 
“branch of knowledge” upon which an acadein- 
ically qualified professor can make his living 
lecturing in a learned manner. They often study 
Christianity and especially the Bible in the man- 
ner of the biologist who, after peering through 
his microscope and examining the minute de- 
tails of a bumblebee’s wings, learnedly an- 
nounced that, according to the laws of aerody- 
namics, this creature cannot possibly fly. 


There are two “kinds” of prophecy in_ the 
Bible, Joe. The first is the kind which was 
originally spoken to a contemporary situation 
but which has a later application as well. Psalm 
22 is of this kind. It was written about David's 
situation at the time, but it certainly has a 
“prophetic” application in the way it describes 
the crucifixion of Christ. The other “kind” of 
prophecy is illustrated by the words of Daniel 
when he told Nebuchadnezzer, “After thee shall 
arise another kingdom inferior to thee 
(Dan. 2:39).” This was a flat statement of fact 
which, if the record be accurate, either was or 
was not the Word of God spoken through a 
man about the future. It could not be anything 
else. Both “kinds” of prophecy, of course, imply 
that there is a Providence working in the affairs 
of men. 


Now let’s look at what your professor thinks 
of Christianity in general and the Bible in par- 
ticular, as his views can be deduced from your 
letter: 1. He believes that the Bible contains 
no accurate affirmations about the future, ex- 
cept as the writers’ educated guesses may acci- 
dentally have proven correct, or except as some 
writer put his thoughts on paper and then back- 
dated his manuscript so as to claim “prophetic” 
insight for what was only hindsight. In other 
words, he thinks that the claims of prophecy 
to be prophetic are fraudulent. Your professor, 
Joe, is having trouble believing that there is a 
real Providence working in the affairs of men. 


2. He believes that those who wrote Scrip- 
ture did not have the Inspiration they claimed 
to have had. When they proclaimed “Thus 
saith the Lord,” they were only speaking their 
own limited opinions of what the Lord might 
say, were He really speaking. Now this makes 
out the prophets to have been charlatans and 
it also ridicules the authority of those who, to- 
day, quote the prophets with a “Thus saith the 
Lord.” 


3. He is having trouble, in other words, be- 
lieving that it is possible for anyone, under any 
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circumstances, with any information received 
from any Source whatever, or aided by any Power 
whatever, to have any explicit information at 
his disposal except that which is at the disposal 
of every human being with intelligence enough 
to appropriate it and faith enough to believe 
it. He also feels uncomfortable in the presence 
of the suggestion that human events may fit into 
a particular pattern in obedience to the direct 
operation of a divine Power and Providence. 


4. He believes that in every place where 
Christ’s biographers said of Him that He “‘ful- 
filled prophecy,” they either were reading into 
His life, or into the history of the Jews some- 
thing that was not really there. In other words, 
Jesus Christ was not the real fulfillment of a 
real plan made by a real God who began pre- 

aring men for His coming before He came. 
At the heart of this view lies Disbelief in a God 
who orders the affairs of men so that their lives 
fulfill His sovereign will. History is in no sense 
“manipulated” by a sovereign Being: wherever 
events coincide or correspond, it is only by acci- 
dent or coincidence—so believes your professor. 
And it follows, in the case of Jesus Christ, that 
He could not possibly have been anyone really 
special in the sense the Bible says He was. 

My comments, Joe, are offered to meet your 
particular problem. The same diagnostic prin- 
ciples, however, would apply wherever else you 
might encounter unbelief. 


I say this is unbelief because there is no reason 
to consider it anything else. If you trust some- 
thing, you do not publish doubts about it. Either 
the Scriptures are what they purport to be or 
they are not. Either you are a believer in Provi- 
dence and in Inspiration, or you are not. If you 
do believe in Inspiration, you will not go out 
of your way to remove the label “Inspired” 
from Scripture. If you do believe that God can 
speak to men, then you will not go out of 
your way to try to prove that He did not speak 
to men. If you really believe that Isaiah was 
reporting something which could have happened, 
when he said, “The Lord spoke unto me say- 
ing,” there would be no reason whatever for 
you to dedicate yourself to the task of explain- 
ing away his report. 


Your professor, Joe, is simply letting his 
skepticism show. He is an unbeliever, whatever 
he may claim to the contrary. And you are not 
going to let your faith be disrupted because 
you have run into an unbeliever, are you? There 
are millions of unbelievers in the world, and 
many of them like nothing better than to attack 
the faith of those who trust in the Word of 
the Lord God. Don’t let this attack succeed, 
so far as you are concerned. 


Biblical scholarship which begins with the 
assumption that there is no Supernatural, will 


JANUARY 25, 1956 


reach conclusions that are false, no matter how 
learned they may appear. Don’t let this pro- 
fessor’s unbelief shake your faith in your God 
and in His Providence which has given us His 
Inspired Word and which has brought life and 
immortality to light through His Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


Your sincere friend, 
G. Aiken Taylor, Ph. D. 


Puritan Conference 
Studies Evangelism 


During his November visit to Cambridge, Dr. 
Billy Graham spoke to the writer of the need 
for a history of the theology of revivals, or 
of evangelism. The Puritan Conference which 
we attended in Westminster Chapel, London, 
December 20th and 21st, considered two phases 
in such a history. 


The Rev. James JI. Packer, Ph.D., professor 
in the theological college of the Church of 
England in Bristol (Tyndale Hall) presented 
a paper on Puritan Evangelism. In this he con- 
trasted the God-centered evangelism of the great 
Puritans, such as Richard Baxter, Thomas Cart- 
wright and Jonathan Edwards, with the Pela- 
gian preaching of Dr. Charles Finney in the 
1820’s. ‘The account of Finney given in War- 
field’s Perfectionism, Vol. II, was heavily drawn 
upon. According to Finney, the sinner is a 
rebel who can lay down his arms at any time 
he will. Conversely, the Holy Spirit can only 
present to man motives or reasons for action. 
“Sinners can go to hell in spite of God.” ‘The 
evangelist then uses high pressure emotionalism 
to move the sinner to action. He becomes the 
persuasive orator seeking to bring man to de- 
cision - on the assumption that the saving act 
depends on man: the sinner and the evangelist. 
The campaign of the 1820’s seems to have yield- 
ed little lasting fruit. 


On the other hand, the Puritan looked to the 
power of God, who saved us and called us with 
a holy calling. Baxter issued God’s Call to the 
Unconverted. ‘Through this book there rings 
the clarion note: Now or Never. Hell was an 
awful and unquestioned reality to the Puritan. 
But the Puritan would have the unconverted 
to wait on God, to seek His favour, to expect 
conversion from God, a direct act of God, in 
His time and in His way. He remembered that 
Jesus came not to call the righteous but sinners 
to repentance. Accordingly, he expected the 
unconverted to be brought first to contrition, or 
deep consciousness of sin. The call to come to 
the Saviour was to those who labour and are 
heavy-laden. Thus, after a preparatory period 
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of enlightenment and contrition, and _ efforts 
toward reform, the Puritan expected conver- 
sion, or faith issuing in genuine repentance. 
But each of these spiritual blessings was to be 
given by God and they need not be according 
to the same pattern or timing. 


The Puritan expectation, however, hardened 
into a preparatory pattern in Scotland with a 
therapeutic preaching that left little place for 
a free offer of the Gospel to sinners. According- 
ly, “the Marrow Men” led a reaction. ‘They 
asserted that God had spread the Gospel ‘Table 
and invited sinners to come to Christ. Thus, 
the sinner who comes is guilty of no presump- 
ticn in coming. He need not wait to make 
sure he has met every item that a_ specified 
scheme sets forth before he comes to the out- 
stretched arms of his Saviour. (cf. John Mac- 
leod, Scottish Theology) . 


Perhaps, the most significant thing about this 
discussion is that two papers, Puritan Evangel- 
ism and The Marrow of Modern Divinity, dealt 
specifically with evangelism. Evangelism is to 
the front and is receiving serious consideration 
in English Protestantism. ‘There and elsewhere 
may the Gospel of Christ be so preached as 
“to bring us God” - for the Gospel that brings 
us to God is the Gospel for the old saint and 
for the newly aroused sinner. —W.C.R. 


Seasons of Refreshing Grace 


In 1938 one found that great Scottish Evan- 
gelical scholar, Principal John Macleod of Edin- 
burgh, tracing out the hand of the Lord in sea- 
sons of refreshing grace. Some of the fruit of 
this devoted service later appeared in SCOT- 
TISH THEOLOGY IN CONNECTION 
WITH CHURCH HISTORY and in the article 
in the Union Seminary review, AUTHORITY 
AND EXPERIENCE. 


On this visit to Britain one is pleased to tind 
that there are groups gathering to make just 
such studies as Dr. Macleod loved. For example, 
Tyndale House Cambridge was host Dec. 13- 
16th to a Church History Study Group in which 
most of the papers concerned ministers who 
shared in the eighteenth century evangelical 
awakening, such as William Romaine, Thomas 
Haweis cf Oxford, Thomas Jones the first 
evangelical rector in London, and Jimmy Lee, 
farm-laborer preacher in Romney Marsh; Isaac 
Watts, the father of English Hymnody, and 
Saline, the Countess of Huntington; Salina - 
the patron and mediator between Wesley and 
Whitefield. The volume on A CAMBRIDGE 
MOVEMENT narrating the work of Charles 
Simeon and his student followers has been sup- 
plemented by one on Evangelicals At Oxford. 


In Westminster Chapel, London, during the 
week leading up to Christmas there was a Puri- 
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tan Studies Group with historical papers on 
John Goodwin, the Marrow Issue, John Howe, 
Walter Marshall, and a paper by Professor J. I. 
Packer on Puritan Evangelism. 


A third indication of similar interest is the 
reviving concern in the Reformation. Indeed, 
the Methodists of Britain seem to have turned 
from Arminius to Luther as the true direction 
of their movement. Dr. Phillip Watson has 
shown that Luther stressed the phrase, soli 
Deo Gloria as truly as did Calvin and asks that 
this note return to current theology, LET GOD 
BE GOD! Dr. E. Gordon Rupp has his magnus 
opus on Luther’s evangelical turn in the schol- 
arly work, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. 
Dr. A. Skevington Wood of Paisley has an ar- 
ticle in the Evangelical Quarterly on the sig- 
nificance of Luther for our day. One _ hears 
that Dr. Franz Hildebrandt, now of Drew Theo- 
logical Seminary, is the man who convinced 
the English Methodists that their true father 


is Luther not Arminius. In any case, we rejoice 


at the change and heartily commend it to the 
serious consideration of the American Meth- 
odist - as well as the Presbyterian Church. 


kach of these fields of research is in connec- 
tion with seasons of refreshment given by the 
Holy Spirit through the Reformers, the Puri- 
tans, and the eighteenth century evangelicals. 
This scholarly study, as well as such more pub- 
lic manifestations as the Billy Graham Meet- 
ings, are signs of the Spirit’s gracious present 
workings in Britain and give hope for an in- 
creasing evangelical movement in the future. 
May the romance of these yesterdays become 
the realities of our tomorrows! —W.C.R. 


The Asheville Druggist Again 


Our readers may recall an article entitled 
“A Druggist With A Vision” appearing in the 
Journal (issue of Nov. 30, 1955) in which ‘a 
circular letter was reproduced, sent out to his 
customers by an Asheville druggist. The letter 
stated the druggist was discontinuing his maga- 
zine and comic story book rack because of the 
indecent and vicious character of a large pro- 
portion of these publications, debauching the 
morals of both young people and adults. AI- 
though realizing this discontinuance would be 
resented by some of his customers, causing loss 
of trade, he was unwilling to put on sale litera- 
ture that is so vile the U. S. Postal Service re- 
fuses to deliver it, making it necessary for the 
publishers’ agents to deliver it by trucks. For 
the sake of principle in this matter he was will- 
ing to accept the loss. 


The Journal did not teel at liberty to give 
the name of the druggist, and as a consequence 
began receiving favorable comments and letters, 
with the request that they be forwarded to the 
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druggist. In a later article, having received his 
permission, the druggist’s name and address was 
given, resulting in an avalanche of approving 
and congratulatory letters from a number of 
states (Pennsylvania to Florida) coming direct 
to Mr. Harold K. Bowling, 941 Riverside Drive, 
Asheville, N. C. 

One of the latest and most interesting inci- 
dents in this connection is an article published 
in the Tampa (Florida) Sunday Tribune (Jan. 
8) in which a Tampa citizen, Mr. J. Hamilton 
Love, exercising his privilege to “name the Man 
of the Year,” goes yet further and names ‘TWO 
Men of the Year, the first being Mr. Bowling, 
the Asheville druggist, and the other Chiang 
Kai-Shek, President of Nationalist China. After 
reciting the action of Mr. Bowling and nomin- 
ating him to the exalted position on his Honor 


Roll, Mr. Love continues: “The other half 
of my Man of the Year is none other than 
Chiang Kai-Shek, who instructed his National- 
ist China delegate to the United Nations to 
veto the admission of outer Mongolia, included 
in the Russian ‘package deal’ for new meim- 
bers. This was a refusal to be a party to Rus- 
sian blackmail. This stand was also taken alter 
strong urging from our government and United 
Nations officials not to do so. 

“My nomination, therefore, is for Messrs. 
Bowling and Kai-Shek, who in this appeasement 
age have set a most worthy example.” 


If this episode has helped to start something 
toward a house-cleaning among news stands and 
drug store magazine racks, it is well worth the 
space to tell it. —W.CSS. 


THE NEW INTERMEDIARY 


By L. NELSON BELL 


Nothing irritates an informed Protestant 
more than the assumption of the Roman 
Catholic Church that man needs an intermediary 
in his relationships with God. 

By tradition and experience the Protestant 
knows that he can go directly to God, and, 
in and through the name of Jesus Christ, talk 
to Him and receive rest for his soul. He knows 
that no man comes between him and his Maker 
and that Jesus Christ, alone gives him access 
to the Father. He knows that neither priest, 
Pope, nor the mother of Jesus have ether the 
power or the right as intermediaries. 


In other words, it 1s a cardinal doctrine of 
Protestantism that man is directly responsible 
to his God. 

In like manner, the Protestant rejects the 
assumption of the Roman Catholic Church that 
it has the right to interpose itself and interpret 
the Bible to the believer. This dogma, for 
it is just that, has made of the average Roman 
Catholic a spiritual illiterate, as he is required 
to accept the Church's interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, rather than the Scripture itself. 


The fear of the Roman Catholic Church that 
its followers should take the Bible and read it 
for themselves has resulted in a dismal record 
of edicts against possessing the Bible, and burn- 
ing it when found. This has been a blot against 
Catholicism in the past and obtains today 
in those lands dominated by that Church. 

This cannot be explained by saying they are 
against Protestant translations. Even the Douay, 
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or Catholic version, is only found in the more 
educated homes and, as a rule, it does not play 
a vital part in the faith and life of the indi- 
vidual. The Catholic’s beliefs and decisions on 
spiritual matters are made for him, and that 
to his untold spiritual loss. 


Over against this is the Protestant belief, and 
practice, that not only is man responsible direct- 
ly to God, but also that God has given him 
an authentic written revelation, the Bible, and 
that through the Holy Spirit, the One Who 
directed its authors of old, he may tind a clear 
basis for his faith, receive spiritual instruction 
and comfort, and ascertain God’s way for his 
life. 

Now, Something New Is Happening 

But, something new is happening in Protes- 
tantism today and it is already having devastat- 
ing effect on those who have succumbed to this 
new philosophy, and on their ministry. 

Higher Criticism has arrogated to itself the 
prerogative of standing between man and his 
God; between the Christian and his Bible. This 
is a blunt statement but it can be substantiated 
in any institution where the Bible is being 
taught by men who have themselves been brain- 
washed and who are teaching others to accept 
this new theology. 


According to the Higher Critics the Bible 
is a book, not the Book. According to them it 
is filled with personal opinions, historical in- 
accuracies, moral and spiritual misconceptions, 
national and tribal folk-lore translated into a 
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spiritual setting, deliberate pre-dating tor added 
impression, ignorance of the writers, even ig- 
norance on the part of our Lord Himself. 


Because Higher Criticism assumes the Bible 
to be such a book it then assumes the right to 
sort out of this conglomeration of truth and 


“error, fact and fraud, that which can be ac- 


cepted and that which should be rejected. As 
a result, only the individual so fortunate as to 
have undergone such a brain-washing (we know 
of no other suitable term) , really knows his Bible, 
and only such an individual should be permitted 
to teach it. 


Here we have man becoming an intermediary 
between the Christian and his Bible. While the 
average Church member may continue to read 
his own Bible and ask the Holy Spirit to inter- 
pret its meaning to him, the Higher Critic 
feels that such a Christian is living in a miasma 
of ignorance and superstition. 


At the present time the issue facing Protes- 
tantism is not one having to do with minor 
doctrines, nor is it concerned with ecclesiastical 
organizations or liturgical forms. Furthermore 
it is not the ecumenical Church, which occupfes 
the minds and activities of so many gcod men. 
Finally, it has nothing to do with those inter- 
pretations which in times past resulted in de- 
nominational alignments. 


Protestantism’s real problem centers in the 
content of the Christian faith and message itself. 
The issue rests squarely in those Scripture-based 
affirmations which, in generations past, were 
accepted and preached by all evangelical 
churches, but which are now being questioned 
or rejected by the new theology and those who 
teach it. 


The writer has recently read a number of 
articles written by liberal theologians both in 
America and Great Britain. One of the favorite 
phrases of these men has to do with the “recent 
developments (or advancements), in_ scholar- 
ship.” What these “recent developments” are 
is rarely mentioned, but the tenor of thought 
is that the historic evangelical Christian faith 
has been superseded by something new and en- 
tirely different. 


Although the writer is not a theologian, and 
although he would be classified as an ignoramus 
by the average Higher Critic, he would like 
to make an affirmation, with the assurance that 
it cannot be successfully refuted. The aftirma- 
tion is as follows: NOT ONE SINGLE 
AUTHENTIC DISCOVERY OF MODERN 
SCIENCE OR ADVANCED THEOLOGICAL 
SCHOLARSHIP HAS ALTERED IN ANY 
WAY ONE SINGLE BASIC DOCTRINE OF 
THE HISTORIC CHRISTIAN FAITH. 
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We would like to repeat the above but the 
reader can check that statement again - that is 
all that is necessary. 


Just what is the situation then? It is simply 
this: there are those who are unwilling to Le- 
lieve the clear statements and teaching of Scrip- 
ture and who have gone about to discredit the 
record and to build for themselves, and those 
who will follow them, a gospel which is, only 
too olten, a travesty on the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 


Where it can be done this new gospel is inter- 
posed between man and his God. Denials are 
termed “interpretations”; human reason sup- 
plants divine revelation; the Word which be- 
came Flesh is no longer the Word revealed to 
us in the Written Word. In all of this we 
often find the confusing technique of using 
historical evangelical terms with a meaning 
which is different and with implications foreign 
to their formerly accepted connotation. 


What is the result? The average minister 
of the gospel, cut off from the seats of higher 
learning and impressed with the multiplied and 
cumulative denials to be found in the books 
and magazine articles which come to his desk, 
finds himself swept along on a current which 
he often regrets but against which he has but 
one recourse - earnest prayer and faithful study 
of God's Word. 


Or, hearing and reading this new theology, 
and accepting it, he finds his ministry changed. 
New emphases creep in, more and more time 
is spent in a negative approach to the Bible; 
religion becomes more and more a cudgel with 
which to make a better world; eternity recedes 
and the present and the material assume greater 
importance; reformation of the individual and 
society take precedence over personal redemp- 
tion, and, spiritual power wanes and organiza- 
tional power assumes a new importance. 


Although there may be a veneer of the his- 
toric Christian faith, down deep we find a 
different man and a new gospel, all because men 
have dared to substitute human reason for di- 
vine revelation, and other men have followed 
in their train. 


From all over America come reports of vast 
sums being given the great centers of theologi- 
cal training which have pioneered in this new 
(but as old as the Garden of Eden _ itself) 
philosophy, and of their programs for expansion 
and increased influence. The future would 
seem to hold an inevitable increase in the dar- 
ing, the influence and the effect of this unbelief 
which masquerades as scholarship. 


What can the evangelical do? He certainly 


cannot be anti-intellectual. He must welcome 
true science and honest scholarship, for he has 
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nothing to fear from either. Furthermore, rev- 
erent research is to be fostered and encouraged. 


The evangelical also must recognize that while 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and the essential 
needs of man never change, nevertheless world 
situations change and the methods of making 
Christ known may require revision to meet new 


conditions. 


For that reason the evangelical needs to be 
vitally alert and aggressive. He has no more 
reason to be ashamed of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ than did the apostle Paul. He has no 
reason to feel an inferiority complex when he 
affirms his faith in both the complete integrity 
and authority of the Scriptures. In this he has 
the good example of his Lord and of the New 
Testament writers and the early Church fathers. 


The evangelical also has the heartening wit- 
ness that where the Bible, with the gospel which 
it contains and the Christ which it reveals, is 
believed, preached and lived - IT WORKS. 


The world desperately needs a simple faith 
today. In the midst of the complexities and 
uncertainties of our time man needs an Anchor 
for his soul. Never has biblical teaching and 
preaching been more relevant and more suited 
to the needs of individuals than right now. 
Never has Protestantism needed a voice of love, 
faith and power more than in 1956. 


With theological liberalism in the saddle, 
and ecclesiastical pressures readily used on the 
recalcitrant minister, the task of reasserting the 
evangelical Christian cause will rest with those 
laymen and those selfless ministers who, with 
a spirit of love and in complete devotion to 
Christ and dependence on His Holy Spirit, unite 
their forces to bear a faithful and unrelenting 
witness for the truth. | 


Any such development, if it is to be blessed 
of God, must be done in God’s way. ‘Too many 
movements of the past have been characterized 
by a lack of Christian love, by a contentious 
and censorious spirit, and by the magnifying of 
personalities on the one hand and attacks on 
individuals on the other. Such methods never 
win a cause for Christ. Too often, also, we 
think all is black or white, forgetting that many 
men who are groping and lacking in faith are 
still Christian brothers. 


The reassertion of the evangelical Christian 
faith, with all of its vitality and power, must 
be done, not with the arm of flesh, but in the 
power of the Spirit. It must be based on the 
fundamental concept that God has revealed 
truths to man which he could have never dis- 
covered for himself and that in His Word we 
have such a revelation, both accurate and 


authoritative. 
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This return to New Testament Christianity 
must assert the rightful relationship between 
man and His Creator, and, this per- 
spective must dominate man in his thinking, 
his motives and in his personal living. 


So vital is this matter that we believe the future 
of Protestant etfeetiveness in America, and 
around the world, will in no small measure 
hang on whether man’s speculative theology 
shall prevail or whether truly biblical theology 
shall have its ‘rightful place. 


Speculative theology interposes its finding be- 
tween man and God. Biblical theology places 
the Bible in man’s hands and trusts the Holy 
Spirit to make it effective - that which God 
has designated it to be, the SWORD OF THE 
SPIRIT. 


“And He is to them, a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offense. Yes, they stumble 
at the Word of God for in their hearts 
they are unwilling to obey it- which 
makes stumbling a foregone conclusion.” 


I Peter 2:8 (Phillips) 
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Helps to Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, January 29, Romans 1:28-32. Verse 
18 sets the stage for this passage. What evidences 
confront man (vv.19-20) with the fact that there 
is an all-powerful God? How has man responded 
to this evidence, according to Paul (v.23) ? What 
sin was behind his actions (vv.21-22)? Though 


you may not worship an idol or bow down to 


an image, pride can make you guilty of the 
sin of v.25. What did God do as a consequence 
of man’s sin (vv.24,26,28) ? Sins such as murder 
(v.29), hatred of God (v.30), and the base im- 
morality of vv.26-27 seem terrible, but notice 
the other sins in vv.29-31 that are listed in 
the same category. Are you guilty of any of 
these sins? What are the consequences of such 
sin (v.32)? Are you aware of your deep sinful- 
ness before God? Do your sins deserve His 
wrath? Cast yourself upon the wonderful 
truth of 5:6-8 and share it with someone else. 


Monday, January 30, John 3:16-21. Recall 
Romans 1:18 from yesterday and then read 
John 3:16-17 for the purpose of God’s sending 
Christ into the world. How does man_ bring 
God's judgment upon himself (v.18)? Verse 19 
shows what is involved in believing in Christ. 
How does v.19 apply to many self-styled re- 
ligious people (Matthew 6:1-18)? Do you pre- 
tend to believe in Christ without really turning 
from what is sin in God’s sight? Verses 20-21 
tell how men will respond to Christ depending 
upon what they are basically seeking in life. 
Do you think Nicodemus (vv.1-9) was really 
seeking God? Do you, in your inmost self, de- 
sire fellowship with God or the enjoyment of 
sin? 

Tuesday, January 31, Matthew  10:34-39. 
Jesus tells His disciples about the opposition 
they can expect as His followers (vv.16-22,25, 
34-37). In what ditferent ways does He en- 
courage them (vv.14-15,19-20,25,26-30,39) ? What 
note of authority is given the disciples (vv.14-15, 
40,42)? What assurance of God's presence 
(vv.19-20,23,30) ? What are the consequences of 
a failing discipleship (vv.33,37-39) ? of a faith- 
ful discipleship . (vv.22,39,41,42)? What place 
can Christ have in a man’s life if there is no 
self-denial or opposition (vv.35-39) ? Has there 
been any self-denial or opposition in your ex- 
perience as a Christian? Are you afraid to take 
your stand for Christ before others? Does He 
have a deeper allegiance than your own family 
and friends? Are your own plans and dreams 
secondary to following Him? 


Wednesday, February |, Acts 19:23-41. The 
preaching of the Gospel by Paul in Ephesus 
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do (v.5)? Read wv.6-7. 


made quite an impact on the city (vv.8-10, 
17-20). As you read vv.23-27, what seems to 
be the real cause for the opposition Paul re. 
ceived? What issue did Demetrius inject (v.27) ? 
Do you sometimes do a deed that is basically 
selfish in motivation and hide behind a ie. 
ligious motivation? Which of Demetrius’ argu- 
ments stirred up the city in opposition (vv.28, 
34)? In reading vv.28-34, how would you char- 
acterize the behavior of the crowd? Observe 
v.32b. What do you see of Paul's courage 
(vv.29-30) ? Had Paul and his companions done 
or said anything as they preached the gospel 
with which just fault could be found (vv.35-41) ? 
Is your Christian life characterized by this same 
courage to stand up for the truth? by a tactful- 
ness and flawlessness of personal conduct that 
invalidates any false attack on your Cause? 


Thursday, February 2, Matthew 23:1-15. The 
signs of the Pharisee are the sins of any religious 
leader whose “self” or “ego” dominates his life. 
Read the whole chapter and list the specific 
sins of the scribes and Pharisees. What is 
the basic motive behind the good deeds you 
Are similar traits re- 
vealed in your life? Do you tend to put great 
importance on inconsequential religious prac- 
tices and neglect the really important virtues 
(vv.23-24) ? Do you ever feel that vv.25-28 are 
actually characteristic of your spiritual life? 
What is neglected in this type of Pharisaical 
religion (vv.3,23) ? What are some of the eternal 
consequences of such a religious life (vv.13-15) ? 
Do the Pharisaical tendencies in your life keep 
you from being the kind of Christian you really 
want to be. Make v.12 the watchword for both 
your inner thoughts and outward actions. 


Friday, February 3, Matthew 10:16-22. Verse 
16 summarizes the paragraph. Specify the op- 
ponents Christ mentions (vv.17,18,21,22) ? Is the 
figure of v.16a accurate? How will the persecu- 
tion help advance the Gospel  (vv.18-20,23) ? 
How is the Christian enabled to be as_ wise 
as a serpent and harmless as a dove (vv.19-20) ? 
Is the action advocated in v.23 cowardly? un- 
Christian? Regardless of the difficulty of in- 
terpreting v.23b, what hope is held out for the 
persecuted Christian in that verse? One won- 
ders as he reads these verses, why he has not 
experienced this opposition of which Jesus 
speaks? One does not need to worry about how 
he will act under these circumstances if his trust 
is in God. (vv.19-20). 


Saturday, February 4, Revelation 21:1-4. A 
harlot (Babylon, 1.e., this world’s system) is 


judged (16:17-21] 18:1-3) and a bride is mar- 


ried (21:1-4,22-26). Observe the terrible turmoil 
and sin rampant on earth (17:1-6) in contrast 
to the purity, security and triumph of Christ’s 
Kingdom (21:1-6,22-26). What aspects of this 
world’s system will be done away with in that 
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Dav ? What difference will it make that 
God is on the throne in the new scheme of 
things (vv.1-6,22-26) ? What will not be included 
(vv.8,27) ? Every person in this life must make 
4 decision as to whether he wants to follow 
a pure, holy walk in Christ or continue to fol- 
low the ways of this world. These verses point 
out the eternal consequences of one’s decision. 


ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
jor Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 123 


“A FISH OUT OF WATER” 


“Fish Are Not Always Where You Think 
They Are.” (But sometimes are where you 
think they ain’t.—Ed.) 


It was only a postcard, written in a very shaky 
hand, asking that I drop by to see her. She 
lived in the nearby city, so I visited her the 
following week. 


She was well up in years, crippled with ar- 
thritis, with very little eyesight and even less 
hearing remaining. “This was her story: 


“When I was a little girl, I attended your 
Sunday School. I lett (Austell) when I was 
sixteen and was gone for thirty years. 


“After attending a funeral there 1 went 
by what used to be ‘my church’. The doors 
were closed, window panes missing, weeds 
in the yard, and things in a poor state. 


“Last week I visited (Austell) again and 
saw the church. Now, twenty-five years later, 
it has taken on new life: grass on the lawn, 
a new sign out front, a new Sunday School 
building. 


“IT want to do something for ‘my church’. 
Please use this check ($500.00) for whatever 
vou feel the church needs.” 


Most happy to do so, I accepted her gift 
and asked where she now went to church. ‘“No- 
where,” she replied. ‘““Where is your member- 
ship,” I continued. “I have never joined any 
church. No one has ever spoken to me about 
being saved,” she answered. 


Past eighty, and no one ever spoke to her 
about Christ as her Savior! 


An hour later, with a sure clasp of my hand, 
she said, “Yes, I believe. And to think, I’ve 
been so long seeking Him.” 


God works in wondrous ways to bring Anglers 
to waters where we least expect the fish to be. 
—Rev. Forest Traylor, Jr. (pastor) 
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Women’s Work 


A Testimony 


“I have written and preached much on the 
Holy Spirit, for the knowledge of Him has been 
the most vital fact of my experience. I owe 
everything to the gift of Pentecost. I came 
across a prophet, heard a testimony, and set 
out to seek I knew not what. I knew that it 
was a bigger thing and a deeper need than I 
had ever known. It came along the line of 
duty, and I entered in through a crisis of obedi- 
ence. When it came I could not explain what 
had happened, but I was aware of things un- 
speakable and full of glory. 


“Some results were immediate. There came 
into my soul a deep peace, a thrilling joy, and 
a new sense of power. My mind was quickened. 
I felt that I had received a new faculty of 
understanding. Every power was alert. Either 
illumination took the place of logic, or reason 
became intuitive. My bodily powers also were 
quickened. There was a new sense of spring 
and vitality, a new power of endurance, and a 
strong man’s exhilaration in big things. Things 
began to happen. What we had failed to do 
by strenuous endeavor tame to pass without 
labor. It was as when the Lord Jesus stepped 
into the boat that with all their rowing had 
made no progress, immediately the ship was at 
the Jand whither they went. It was gloriously 
wonderful.” 

—Dr. Samuel Chadwick, of Cliff College, 
England. 


MEDITATION 


According to the author of Hebrews one of 
the ways to maintain spiritual glow and _ pro- 
mote spiritual growth is by meditation - “‘con- 
sider Jesus.” Is it possible tor those whose lives 
are distracted by many things to find time for 
such a practice? The biographies of great Chris- 
tians, even the busiest of them, indicate that it 
was one of the secrets of their saintly living. 


With time set apart or found in some un- 
expected way, how shall we proceed? While 
studying in some unexpected way, how shall 
we proceed? While studying a book, take one 
chapter or one paragraph at a time, think of 
each statement until it becomes an incandescent 
light pouring its radiance into your soul. Or 
consider some incident in the life of Jesus, cen- 
tering the thought upon Him. Listen to His 
words, watch His movements, follow His atti- 
tudes, be sensitive to His feelings. After doing 
this objectively, then let it come home with 
its penetrating power into your innermost con- 
sciousness. Perhaps the awareness of His pres- 
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ence will make the insistent question, “Why?” 
in your life, seem, after all, unimportant. 


The use of the Psalms is a stimulating experi- 
ence. Psalm 100 is meaningful in the morning, 
Psalm 23 with its thought of a whole day or 
life spent with the Good Shepherd, is also. 
Psalm 29 is awe-inspiring, in a thunderstorm 
and Psalm 139 opens up a long train of thought 
leading one to close with the prayer, “Search 
me, O God, and know my heart.” 

When busy with one’s hands it 1s possible 
to meditate on some character of the Bible— 
a noble woman for instance or a chapter or 
verse from the Scriptures. Again when un- 
pleasant thoughts disturb, replace them by the 
same method. Sing or repeat a verse of some 
hymn or some poem that has come out of 
some one’s deep experience. Paul presents a 
challenge in Philippians four: “have no anxiety 
about anything,” then suggests what to do, “‘but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God,” and promises as a result, a personal 
experience of His keeping power, “and the peace 
of God which passeth all understanding, will 
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 


There are passages of Scripture in both the 
Old Testament and the New which are always 
mountain top experiences for meditation. 


Books of devotion are helpful but it is well 
to let the Holy Spirit speak to us directly 
through His word. It is at such times that we 
hear the words “The place whereon thou stand- 
eth is holy ground.” Do you agree? 

—Caroline L. Palmer 


THREE HUNDRED YEARS 


OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


By Guy S. Mitchell 
Zentsuji, Japan 

As we sat in our pew in the Zentsuji Reformed 
Church, Tokunaga Sensei, an elder in the 
church, led the responsive reading, read the 
scripture, and led us in prayer. His wife sat 
at the cottage organ and played the beautiful 
strains for the congregational singing. These 
two represent a family with over three hundred 
years of service to our Lord. 


The city of Kanazawa is on the west coast 
of Japan on the shore of the Japan Sea. It is 
noted for its beautiful Kenrokuen Park, the 
largest and one of the three most beautiful 
landscape gardens in Japan. For several cen- 
turies the city has been an important political, 
industrial, and cultural center in Japan. It was 
in this city that Kubota Shizu San, who recently 
died at the age of 104, spent most of the 70 
vears of her Christian life. 


Kubota San was baptized by an American 
missionary when she was 35 years of age and 
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for many years prior to her death had been a 
member of the Tonomachi Church in Kanazawa. 
Her daughter, Kaname San, lives in Yokohaia 
and has been a Christian for 30 years. Her 
grandson, Elder Shintaro Tokunaga, became a 
Christian in 1932 at the age of 20 and is now 
Professor of Economics and Political Science at 
Shikoku Christian College, Zentsuji, Japan. 

Mrs. Tokunaga also comes from a Christian 
family. Her mother and father are members 
of the Shinko Church in Kobe. Her mother 
was baptized 50 years ago by the Rev. Kawazoe 
at Nagasaki. Her father was also baptized at 
Nagasaki 62 years ago by the Rev. Albertus 
Peters of the Dutch Reformed Church who now 
resides at Holland, Michigan. A grandmother 
was baptized in the 1870's by an elder brother 
who was a pastor at Nagasaki. The grandfather 
who was baptized in the 1870's by the Rev. 
James Ballagh*, of the Dutch Reformed Church 
at Yokohama, was the first schoolmaster of the 
Umegasaki Girls’ Christian High School which 
is now the Baiko Jogakuin College in Nagasaki. 

All of this adds up to more than three hun- 
dred years of Christian service. Quite a record 
for a family in Japan. Perhaps an unparalleled 
record of service to our Lord in this Oriental 
country. 

Mrs. Tokunaga is a graduate of Kobe Joga- 
kuin College, Department of Music. Tokunaga 
Sensei is a graduate of Tokyo University, Depart- 
ment of Economics with an M. A. degree and 
he also has an M. A. degree in the Department 
of History and Government from Austin Col- 
lege, Sherman, Texas. 

Professor Tokunaga served as Head of Labor 
Management and Vice-Manager of the Kawa- 
nishi Machine Manufacturing Company at the 
Kyoto plant from 1938-1949. In 1949 he came 
to Shikoku Christian College as Professor of 
Economics and Political Science. Jn 1952-53 he 
spent one year in the United States as Visiting 
Professor of Japanese History at Austin College. 

On Sunday you see the Tokunaga family 
which includes three daughters showing their 
Christian witness by attendance at Sunday 
School and Church. Mrs. Tokunaga keeps busy 
as church organist and working in the Fujinkai 
(Women of the Church) while the Professor 
serves as elder and also preaches at the outpost 
points. The three lovely children are surely 
to be led into the Kingdom and will be fourth 
generation Christians, no doubt a record in 
Japan. 

Thus the seed of the word of God continues 
to grow in over three hundred years of Chris- 
tian witness. This is the fruit of the labors of 
these early missionaries who answered the call 
of the Great Commission, “Go ve into all the 
world 


*Grandfather of the Rev. James McAlpine who 
is one of our senior missionaries to Japan. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 5 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus eaches Gratitude 


Background Scripture: Luke 17:1-19 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 100 


The Golden Text, “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord”, (Psalm 92:1), is a splendid 
starting point for our study on “Gratitude.” It states in a very simple way a fact which all thinking 
people know to be true. We are constantly asking God for help, for blessings, but do we stop 
every once in a while at least, and thank Him for what He has done? In this age of automobile 
accidents do we lift up our hearts in gratitude every time we get home in safety? We probably 


ask Him to take care of us when we take hold 
of the steering wheel, turn the switch, and step 
on the gas, but do we think of saying “thank 
you” when we return? It is said of Stonewall 
Jackson that he never took a drink of water 
without a word of thanks to the Giver. It is 
a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, not 
only for the big gifts of His Grace and Provi- 
dence, but also for the little things which mean 
so much to us each day we live. “Thank you” 
is a phrase constantly on our lips in our daily 
dealings with our fellow men. The storekeeper 
uses it every time we make even a small pur- 
chase. If a thoughtful person holds the door 
open for you, or does some small favor, we 
thank him as a matter of course. Is it asking 
too much for us to be as thoughtful and cour- 
teous to God as we are to men? Do we con- 
stantly thank Him for His mercy toward us? 
Do we ever say: 


Thank Thee, Lord, for saving my soul; 
Thank Thee, Lord, for making me whole; 
Thank Thee, Lord, tor giving to me, 

Thy great salvation, so rich and free. 


Psalm 100 is a Psalm of Praise, as many of 
the Psalms are. Jt is an exhortation to “glad- 
ness” and “singing”; to thanksgiving and praise: 
“Be thankful unto him, and bless his name.” 
There are three reasons given in this beautiful 
little Psalm: The Lord is good; his mercy is 
everlasting; and his truth (Faithfulness) en- 
dureth to all generations. God’s goodness, mercy 
and faithfulness are abundant reasons for grati- 
tude. “Goodness” is Love expressing itself in 
bestowing gifts upon us; mercy is His goodness 
to those who have sinned; His faithfulness is 
seen in His keeping of His precious promises. 
All these are permanent; a part of His unchange- 
able nature. Loving-kindness changes not.” 
How different is our God from the gods of the 
heathen! How grateful we should be that we 
can know Him as our God! Our worship should 
resound with praise, as we say, O God, My God. 
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I would like to divide our lesson, (The Back- 
ground Scripture), into two parts: (1) Lessons 
from verses 1-10, and (2) The Healing of the 
‘Ten Lepers. 


I. Verses 1-10: Some Lessons from these verses. 


1. Occasions of Stumbling. There are two 
very heinous sins: (1) to cause a blind man 
to stumble, and (2) ‘“‘one of these little ones.” 
This last expression can mean “little children,” 


or “babes in Christ.’” What an awful sin to 


lead a little child astray! A father was walking 
in the snow, and heard the voice of his little 
child saying, “Look, father, I’s walking right 
in your steps.” These “little ones” are walking 
in our footprints. Let us watch where we are 
going. Are we leading them to a saloon, or to 
a Sabbath School? A judge, addressing some 
parents whose child had been brought before 
him, said, It is not so much delinquent chil- 
dren as delinquent parents that are to blame. 
How about the “babes in Christ”? Are we older 
Christians giving them a warm welcome, and 
showing them how to grow as Christians? Jesus 
said that it were better for a millstone to be 
hanging about our necks, and drown us in the 
sea, than to offend one of these little ones. In 
relation to gratitude, do our children hear us 
praising God for all His blessings, or do they 
hear us murmuring and complaining? 


2. “Thou shalt forgive him.” Take heed to 
ourselves in this matter of forgiveness. Even 
if a brother trespass against you seven times 
in a day, if he repent, forgive him. How often 
have we sinned against God! Our gratitude to 
God for His forgiveness ought to lead us to 
forgive others. ‘Forgive us our debts as we for- 
give our debtors,” we pray. Do we mean this? 


3. “Increase our faith.’ This was the re- 
quest of the disciples. If they needed to make 


such a prayer, how much more do we need to 
ask for this! ‘faith as a grain of mustard seed”: 
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what sort of faith is this? In the parable ot 
the mustard seed we find the answer. A grain 
of mustard seed is small, but it is a_ living, 
growing seed. It grows until it becomes a large 
herb, almost a tree. Our faith should be a 
Living, Growing Faith. Such a faith will enable 
us to do the impossible. Such a faith will 
increase our Gratitude. 


4. A Parable of Service 

A servant is supposed to work, to serve, not 
to usurp the place of the master. If we are 
diligent and faithful, doing all that we are ap- 
pointed to do, we are still only “unprofitable 
servants”; we have only done that which was 
our duty to do. God is under no obligation 
to thank us. Sometimes we forget this. Let 
us always remember that He is our Creator, our 
Master. All we have; all we are, are gifts 
from His hand: What hast thou that thou didst 
not receive? We are the recipients of number- 
less blessings; let us show our gratitude. 


Il. The Healing of the Ten Lepers: 11-19. 

This is a miracle recorded by Luke only. The 
main reason for giving it seems to be the lesson 
about Gratitude, for the emphasis is placed upon 
what happened after the miracle, rather than 
on the miracle itself. Jesus healed many lepers. 
Leprosy is a type of sin. As He went to Jerusa- 
lem He passed through Samaria and Galilee. 
When he came to a “* 
Him these ten men who were lepers, who stood 
afar off, and called, Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us. He commanded them to\go and show 
themselves to the priests, as the Daw required, 
and as they went, they were” healed. One of 
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned 
back and glorified God with a loud voice and 
fell down at His feet, giving thanks, ‘““And he 
was a Samaritan.” Jesus, answering said, Were 
there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 
This double question of Jesus has furnished the 
text for many sermons on Gratitude, or In- 
gratitude, depending on whether we look at 
the one man, or at the other nine. One out 
of ten are grateful. I wonder if the proportion 
is any greater today than it was when Jesus 
asked this question? 

The world as a whole is a very thoughtless 
and ungrateful world. Paul in his terrible de- 
scription of the world of his day in the first 
chapter of Romans, says in verse 21, “neither 
were thankful.” God sends rain on the just and 
the unjust, and makes the sun to shine on the 
good and the evil. Wicked people never thank 
Him, and good people often forget to do so. 
The goodness of God ought to lead all men to 
Repentance, and to Gratitude. 


Israel had been a_ very ‘ungrateful nation. 
God had been especially good to them. He had 
been their Deliverer, their Protector, their 
Benefactor. Instead of thanking and praising 
Him, they often murmured and complained. 
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‘They forsook their Covenant God and went 
after idols of every sort. “Their whole national 
history is a story of Ingratitude. ‘The little ad- 
dition to verse 16, “and he was a Samaritan,” 
and Jesus’ words, “save this stranger,” reveals 
much. The other nine were evidently Jews, 
and they departed without a word of thanks to 
God or to Jesus. 

Our country has been the recipient of untold 
blessings from the hand of God. How grateful 
we ought to be that He has brought us through 
two World Wars without our land being in- 
vaded or bombed! He has made us the most 
prosperous and the most powerful nation in 
the world. Who has made us to differ from 
other nations? We should not boast, or be full 
of the wrong sort of Pride, but we should be 
very grateful, and show our gratitude in_ the 
right way. Are we showing our Love and Gratt- 
tude by keeping His Commandments? Are we 
being “Good Witnesses” for Him in a “United 
Nations” organization where most of the mem- 
bers are unbelievers? Do you not think that 
God would be pleased if we bore testimony to 
all the world that we trust Him and Love Him 
and Thank Him for our blessings? 

Do we as individuals, “Count our many 
Blessings, Name them one by one?’ If we did, 
would not we be surprised at what the Lord 
has done for us? Do we not torget the many 
little, but very important blessings, which come 
new every morning and fresh every evening? 
Do we think of the “Big Blessings’ which are 
ours in Christ? 

Ingratitude is such an inexcusable sin. It 
costs us nothing to be grateful. It takes but 
little time to say, “Thank You.” Do we for- 
get? The Psalmist says, “And torget not all 
His benefits." He enumerates some of these: 
He forgives all our iniquities; He heals our 
diseases; redeems our lives from destruction; 
crowns us with loving-kindness and tender mer- 
cies; satisfies our mouths with good things. 
Surely we ought to remember some of the things 
He has done, and praise Him with all our 
hearts. Let us beware of this sin of Ingratitude! 
It is a very common sin. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 5 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Our Citizenship In the World Community 


Hymn: “Our God, Our Help In Ages Past” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Romans 12:1-21; John 3:16 
Hymn: “O God, The Rock Of Ages’”’ 
Offering 


Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er The 
Sun” 
(This day concludes Community Youth 


Week. If it is possible, it would be very fitting 
to arrange for a combined meeting of all the 
youth groups of your community. You will need 
to contact the youth leaders of the various 
churches in the community to agree on a place 
and time for the meeting and to plan the 
program. One possibility for such a program 
is to invite one of the ministers of the com- 
munity or some other qualified person to speak 
on “The Place of Christian Young People in 
the Community and in the World.” — If it is 
not possible to have a meeting of this kind, 
you can have your own observance of Com- 
munity Youth Week by presenting this program 
in your own organization.) 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

There is a sense in which the whole world 
is our community. It is the only place we have 
to live. ‘There are many things about this com- 
munity which we may not like, but as long 
as we live we will be its citizens. As Christians, 
we cannot draw apart from the world, nor should 
we become a part of it in such a measure that 
it fashions our lives. In other words, we should 
seek to shape the world rather than letting it 
shape us. The world is the community into 
which we were born. No amount of wishing 
can change that fact. We have to accept the 
world as it is, but we do not have to leave it 
unchanged. Just as the quality of citizenship 
determines the nature of a local community, 
the quality of citizenship in the world com- 
munity will determine its nature. In this pro- 
gram we shall try to find out what our attitude 
toward the world community should be and 
what we can do as Christian world citizens. 


FiRsT SPEAKER: 

As Christians, we cannot afford to be selfish 
in our attitude toward the world. Paul said, 
“Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others.” Phil. 
2:4. “God so loved the world that He gave 
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His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” John 3:16. No Christian can be uncon- 
cerned about the needs and the problems of 
other people in the world just as long as he 
seems to be getting along all right for himself. 
For Christian world citizens this means two 
things: (1) We are bound to learn as much 
as we can about conditions in our world com- 
munity. Sometimes we are tempted to avoid 
learning about things if we suspect that the 
knowledge would disturb us. Ignorance breeds 
unconcern.. (2) Having learned of conditions 
in our world community and of the needs of 
its citizens, we are bound to show the kind of 
concern that Christ showed. He gave His own 
life to meet the deepest need of the world. He 
died to save the world from sin. We are not 
called on to do that, but there are some things 
we can do to prove our concern. Our next two 
speakers will suggest some of these things. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


If the quality of the world community de- 
pends on the quality of its citizens, and if we 
are citizens of this community, then the kind 
of people we are will help determine the nature 
of our community. This truth is easier to see 
with reference to the local community. The 
community which has only one righteous citizen 
is better because of his being there. The same 
is true of the world community. It is made 
better by every good citizen, and it is made 
worse by every evil person in it. ‘This may seem 
to be a slow way of securing improvement in 
a community which is as large as the world, but 
it is a sure way. One of the Devil’s devices 1s 


to make us think that we are unimportant, and 


that the kind of person we are will not make 
any noticeable difference in the character of 
our world community. You can easily see what 
would be the result if every Christian in the 
world yielded to this propaganda of futility. If 
every Christian ceased to strive after spiritual 
improvement in his own life because he was 
convinced that it made no difference in the char- 
acter of the world, then the powerful influence 
of Christian living would be lost. If there is 
anything of goodness in our world community, 
it is because the Spirit of Christ is at work in 
the lives of some of the people. The contribu- 
tion we make toward improving the world may 
be relatively small, but it will be a real con- 
tribution and a lasting one, if we will dedicate 
ourselves to being the very best citizens we can 
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be. The world may never know our name, but 
our influence will be felt, and it will be for good. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


There is a question which arises from what 
the second speaker has said: How can we as 
individuals become better citizens of the world 
and of our own local communities? We find 
so frequently that it is far easier to make reso- 
lutions of self-improvement than it is to carry 
them out. Perhaps we need to remind ourselves 
that we are citizens in still another community 
besides the local neighborhood or even the 
world community. We are citizens of a spiritual 
community, the kingdom of Jesus Christ. We 
have become citizens of this kingdom not through 
any efforts of our own, but because Christ, our 
king, has called us into it. We are unfit for such 
a citizenship because this is a kingdom of right- 
eousness, and we are sinners by nature. Through 
His atoning death Christ has paid the price for 
our sinfulness, and now He has given us a new 
nature so that we are fit for citizenship in His 
kingdom. Our King makes our lives His dwell- 
ing place. He strengthens us and renews us con- 
tinually, and we have the promise that we shall 
ever be in His presence and under His care. It 
is only by His help that we are made able to 
maintain our citizenship in His kingdom. It 
is only by His help that we are made able to 
be the kind of citizens we ought to be in our 
local communities and in the world. The only 
sure way of making a personal contribution to 
the improvement of the world community is 
to yield our lives more fully to King Jesus that 
He may make us like Himself. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 

There is one other valuable contribution we 
can make toward the improvement of the world 
community. If the way to improve a community 
is to improve the quality of its citizens, and if 
our only hope of improvement is in Christ, then 
it is obvious that the people of the world need 
Christ. The contribution we can. make is to 
introduce to Christ as many of the world’s citi- 
zens as possible. This is a many-sided task and 
one in which every Christian can have a part. 
One part is to make the deeds of our lives con- 
sistent with the profession of our lips. Another 
part is to take our place in the work of Christ’s 
church. Still another part is to seek opportun- 
ities to speak of Christ in our daily occupations 
and conversations. Yet another part is to show 
the concern of Christ for the world by showing 
our own concern for the moral, spiritual, social, 
physical, and material needs of the world’s peo- 
ple. Christ is the only hope of improving this 
world, and He is the only hope of reaching the 
next world. By far the most valuable contribu- 
tion we can make to the world is to do our part 
to introduce it to Christ. 
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Church News 


MINISTERS AND MINISTERIAL CANDIDATES 
mingle at a reception in North Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta, for ministerial and mis- 
sionary candidates under care of Atlanta Presby- 
tery. 


Atlanta, Ga. — One of the closing events 
of “Christmas vacation” for some 35 students 
from the Atlanta area was a reception held by 
the Candidates’ Committee of Atlanta Presby- 
tery for ministerial and missionary candidates 
under the care of the presbytery. 

Held in the North Avenue’ Presbyterian 
Church educational building, the ‘candidate 
reception” was the first of its kind sponsored 
by Atlanta Presbytery, and one of the first in 
the Assembly. Dr. John Garber, chairman ol 
the Candidates’ Committee and pastor of the 
Clifton Road Church, planned the reception, 
aided by the Rev. Kirk Nesbit, pastor to stu- 
dents at North Avenue Church. 


Purpose of the reception was to give the can- 
didates an opportunity to get to know each 
other and to become better acquainted with 
the members of the presbytery’s committee. At- 
lanta Presbytery has 52 young men under its 
care, but many of these were out of the city 
at the time of the reception. 


Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby, pastor of Central 
Church, spoke briefly to the young men, their 
wives and dates, encouraging them in their 
studies and in their Christian faith and practice. 
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Interchurch Relations 
Committee 


Atlanta, Ga. — Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Sr., 
former Moderator of the General Assembly, was 
elected chairman of the Assembly’s Interchurch 
Relations Committee at its one-day, organiza- 
tional meeting in Atlanta, January 


Vice-chairman named at the meeting of this 
permanent committee was Dr. Walter R. Cour- 
tenay, pastor of First Church in Nashville, Tenn. 
The Rev. John McMullen, pastor of First 
Church, Columbia, Mo., was elected to serve as 
the committee’s secretary. 


This was the initial meeting of the Inter- 
church Relations Committee, at which time the 
committee made appointments to three sub- 
committees and one special committee. 


The sub-committees, their new membership 
and the Synods from which the members come 
include the following: Committee 1, which 
works with the World Council of Churches and 
the National Council of Churches: Rev. Don- 
ald Miller, Synod of Virginia, Chairman, with 
members: Rev. Harry H. Bryan, West Virginia; 
Miss Louise Davidson, chairman of the Board 
of Women’s Work; Mr. R. E. Kell, Appalachia; 
Rev. J. McDowell Richards, Moderator of the 
General Assembly; and Dr. Wade H. Boggs, 
chairman of the committee as a whole. 


Committee 2, working with other Presbyterian 
and evangelical denominations and with the 
World Presbyterian Alliance, include: Rev. J. 
C. Ruffin, Arkansas, Chairman; with members: 
Judge J. A. Fulton, Kentucky; Rev. U. S. Gor- 
don, Florida; Rev. C. E. Piephoff, Georgia; Rev. 
Roland Sims, Alabama; Rev. Martin Singleton, 
Oklahoma; and Rev. John McMullen, Missouri. 

Committee 3, dealing with cooperation among 
interdenominational agencies, has Rev. G. T. 
Gillespie, of Mississippi, as its chairman; with 
members: Rev. W. M. Elliott, Jr., ‘Texas; Rev. 
B. B. Lacy, North Carolina; Mr. J. H. Martin, 
South Carolina; Rev. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk 
of the General Assembly; and Rev. Walter 
Courtenay, vice-chairman of the entire commit- 
tee. 


A Special Committee on the Manual elected 
Judge J. A. Fulton as its Chairman; with Rev. 
G. T. Gillespie, Rev. Roland Sims, and Rev. 
Wade H. Boggs, Sr., as members. 


The Committee on Interchurch Relations has 
seventeen members plus Moderator J]. McDowell 
Richards and Stated Clerk E. C. Scott ex 
officio. 

All but three members were present at the 
January meeting which was held in the Presby- 
terian Center, Atlanta. The committee will hold 
its second meeting at the same place on March 6. 
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Birmingham, Ala. — First Presbyterian 
Church honored members of its staff Sunday, 
January 1. It was the 40th anniversary for one 
staff member; the 10th for four members; a 
ninth for two others; and a sixth anniversary 
for another. Veteran of all the employes is 
Mrs. Katie Whitt who joined the church staff 
in 1915 and has served as maid since that time. 
Serving the congregation since 1945 have been 
the minister, Dr. Edward V. Ramage; the or- 
ganist, Mrs. Myrtle Jones Steele; the minister 
of music, Vernon Skoog, and Mrs. Irene Berry, 
church hostess. Winston and Jennie Kirkland, 
the sexton and his wife, became employes of 
the church about nine years ago. In 1949 Mrs. 
Alice Scott Lowe joined the church staff as 
director of Christian education and in 1953 Mrs. 
Mary W. Chapman joined the staff as church 
secretary. Gifts were presented to these people 
at the 11 o’clock service. 


Birmingham, Ala. — Birmingham Presby- 
terian women met at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Friday, December 30, for a Planning 
Conference for World Mission Season. World 
Missions chairmen from local churches attended 
the conference and took part in the planning 
session. Mrs. John R. Winks, Jr., is Birming- 
ham Presbyterial chairman of World Missions. 


Major speaker at the conference was Mrs. 
Rowena McCutchen, executive assistant from 
the Board of World Missions in Nashville. 
Other speakers included Mrs. John W. Mc- 
Queen, Mrs. W. A. McCutchen, and the Rev. 
Frank B. Morse. 


Birmingham, Ala. — Dr. Hunter Blakely, 
secretary of the Division of Higher Education 
of the Board of Education, Richmond, told a 
Presbyterian Youth Conference that a_ large 
number of young people are sulfering from 
spiritual anemia “due to a lack of purpose.” 
Dr. Blakely spoke December 29 to a gathering 
of 300 young Alabama Presbyterians here for 
the Youth Convention. The group met at Bir- 
mingham-Southern College. 


Another speaker, Dr. Marc C. Weersing, pas- 
tor of Central Presbyterian, Jackson, Miss., 
speaking of ‘““The Aim of Christian Discipline,” 
told the group “There is a new sense of need 
for discipline in our society.” 


“The essence of the Christian faith, the qual- 
ity that separates it from other faiths is that 
God loves you,” said Dr. Ben L. Rose, another 
speaker, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Wilmington, N. C. 


Rev. Albert C. Winn, Bible professor at Stll- 
man College, Tuscaloosa, spoke on II Timothy 
to Bible study groups. Moderator for the Ala- 
bama Synod was Bill Talmadge, Anniston, Ala. 

The convention was the first of its type held 
in the winter. 
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Hattiesburg, Mississippi -— Ground was 
broken Tuesday, January 3, 1956, for West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, which will be lo- 


cated on 25th Avenue at Pearl St. Rev. Claud 
M. Cluney, pastor, officiated. The ceremony was 
broadcast over WFOR, local station. 


Utilizing Gothic style architecture, the build- 
ing will contain 17,500 square feet, with seating 
capacity in the sanctuary for 365 persons. 


The educational unit will comprise 11,500 
square feet and will include a fellowship hall 
seating 225. It is designed to accommodate all 
age groups. Located in this unit are a large 
kitchen, a ladies’ parlor and offices for the 
minister, director of Christian education and 
secretary. 


Built of brick, the building will be air con- 
ditioned throughout. 


Westminster Church was formally organized 
by a commission of Meridian Presbytery on 
May 2, 1954. Eighty charter members were 
officially received into the church by the com- 
mission on profession of faith, restatement of 
faith and church letter. 


On February 13, 1955, Claud M. Cluney, 
formerly pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Crowley, La., and First Presbyterian Church, 
Henderson, ‘Texas, preached the first sermon 
as pastor of Westminster Church. Since this 
date, membership of the church has grown from 
80 charter members to 157. The church adopted 
a budget for the year 1956 in the amount of 
$21,000 and subscribed the full amount of the 
budget in one alternoon’s Every Member Can- 


Charlotte, N. C. — Sardis Presbyterian 
Church near Charlotte, broke ground for a 
5125,000 religious education building, Sunday, 
January 1, marking the beginning of the first 
of two units planned for a long-range construc- 
tion program of three years. Dr. W. M. Boyce, 
pastor, conducted the ground-breaking ceremony 
after the regular worship service. Later, a new 
sanctuary will be built. N. M. Craig is chair- 
man of the church's building committee. 


Montreat, N. C. — A gift of $42,560 to Mon- 
treat College’s endowment fund was announced 
December 28 by Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, presi- 
dent of Montreat. 


The amount is a memorial to the late Dr. 
William David Simpson. It was presented by 
Dr. Simpson’s widow, and Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
B. Simpson, son and daughter-in-law, and their 
two daughters, Lucy and Mary Elizabeth, all 
of Greenville, S. C. 


For 17 years Dr. Simpson practiced medicine 
in Abbeville, S. C., and later with his son devel- 


PAGE 18 


oped the chain of Simpson Stores. The stores 
were later sold to the Belk chain. 


Dr. Simpson attended the University of the 
South at Sewanee, Tenn.; Davidson College and 
the University of North Carolina. He received 
his degree in medicine from the University of 
Maryland. 


Winston-Salem, N. C. — The trustees of 
Highland Presbyterian Church, Winston-Salein, 
have announced the establishment of a fund 
by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Dixon for furnishings 
of the gallery of the church’s new sanctuary. 


The furnishings are in “appreciation of the 
lives of Andrew J. S. and Estella B. Dixon and 
William G. and Alice D. Guindon, parents of 
Ralph L. and Het‘v G. Dixon.” 


Austin, Texas — At a meeting of the Trus- 
tees of Mission Ranch in Austin, board mem- 
bers voted unanimously to purchase property 
and erect two duplexes as homes for mission- 
aries on furlough. The property is located five 
blocks east of Austin Seminary. 


Proposal for the purchase was made by Mrs. 
Cad ‘T. Wilkirson and Mrs. W. R. Manor. Con- 
struction of the buildings is to get underway 
sometime in January and is expected to be com- 
pleted in about four months. 


Each apartment will contain three bedrooms. 
Total contract price for property and dwellings 
is $43,986. 


Acting at the request of the Mission Ranch 
Committee, the Trustees of Austin Seminary, 
by action through its Executive Committee, has 
released the Mission Ranch Committee so that 
it may become chartered as the Board of ‘Trus- 
tees of Mission Ranch, under the ownership 
and control of the Synodicals of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas. 


THE MINISTRY OF THE GLORY CLoup.  R. E. 
Hough. Philosophical Library, New York. $3.50. 

The main thrust of this unique work is the 
affirmation that the major revelations, mani- 
festation and activities of God in relation to 
man in both Old and New Testaments are di- 
rectly connected with the Glory Cloud, known 
to God's ancient people as the Shekinah. No 
other object, Dr. Hough points out, was em- 
ployed so frequently for these purposes and on 
such momentous occasions. 


The Cloud, odserves the author, is never re- 
ferred to in the Scripture as an abstract, intan- 
gible essence, a mere concept of the imagina- 
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tion, but always as a definite object visible to 
man as the minister of God to him in regard 
to some vital matter. The principal events in 
which this ministry is exercised is examined 
and from this examination the author shows 
that a number of cardinal doctrines of the 
Scripture are intertwined with the ministry of 
the Glory Cloud. 


There are 14 studies in this volume dealing 
with the Glory Cloud, the first beginning at 
the Gate of Eden. The symbolic flame asso- 
ciated with the Cherubims is interpreted as 
one form of the Shekinah. Comments the au- 
thor, “It is significant that whenever either the 
Cherubims or the flame appears, separately or 
together, it is always in connection with a major 
manifestation, revelation, or activity of God. 
There seems to be a definite reason for the 
flame appearing here as a moving sword. ‘The 
sword is the well known and universally rec- 
ognized symbol of authority and government. 
Thus it is a pictorial representation of the au- 
thority of God to execute judgment, to make 
promises, to appoint sacrifices, and to designate 
the place of acceptable worship. Thus 
the initial appearance of the Cherubims and 
the Skekinah light at the Gate of Eden inaugu- 
rated the gracious ministry through which God 
revealed Himself and His saving purpose in a 
form man could receive and understand.” 


One of the clearest manifestations of the Glory 
Cloud took place at the time of the deliverance 
from Egypt. Dr. Hough reminds us that the 
Cloud had a definite purpose in preparing Moses 
to become the deliverer. Furthermore it belonged 
to the ministry of the Glory Cloud to prepare 
the people for the exodus. The chapter dealing 
with this supernatural phenomenon concludes 
with this statement, “And thus it was that as 
the people of Israel, responding to the leader- 
ship of God as exercised in the movements of 
the Glory Cloud, were delivered trom the land 
of ‘the iron furnace,’ and on their way to one 
of promise and plenty.” This is followed by 
another splendid chapter on ““The Cloud in the 
Wilderness.” 


JANUARY 25, 1956 


The ministry of the Glory Cloud in the New 
Testament era begins with the Incarnation. This 
idea is developed from the Scriptural declara- 
tion, “The glory of the Lord shone round 
about.” The Cloud had disappeared from hu- 
man sight for many years and with its departure 
there had been no visible signs of the presence 
of God among men. ‘‘Now,” writes the author, 
“it had re-appeared, and to the shepherds was 
given the privilege of seeing it first. .. There 
was a tradition among the people that the 
Shekinah would appear in connection with the 
advent of the Messiah. It had been homeless 
insofar as earth was concerned since the infidel- 
ity of the people compelled it to depart from 
the temple. While the mass of the people 
were oblivious to the fact of the birth of Christ, 
there were a few pious, godly men and women 
who were exercised over the condition of the 
people and tremendously concerned about the 
hope of Israel. It was to those pious souls that 
the announcement was made of the arrival of 
the Christ-Child.” 


The final chapter discusses the Glory Cloud 
in relation to the return of Christ. In explicat- 
ing this connection Dr. Hough avers, ‘““The com- 
forting truth is that Christ will return in the 
Glory Cloud. When it is asserted that He will 
appear in a Cloud it is not meant one of vapor, 
such as is often seen hovering over the earth 
or racing across the sky in time of storm, but 
one composed of ‘the glory light’ with which 
Israel had long been familiar, and which had 
played such an important part in her long and 
eventful history. The fact that He is coming in 
this particular Cloud is a most satisfying feature 
of His return, for it gives absolute assurance 
that the One coming is none other than the Son 
of God Himself on His declared mission.” On 
this high note Dr. Hough brings this stimulat- 
ing volume to a close. “As the Glory Cloud pro- 
vided at the Gate of Eden the first meeting place 
between God and fallen man, so in the air it 
will become the last meeting place between the 
Redeemer and the redeemed as they enter with 
Him into their eternal abode.” 


A few years ago Dr. Hough gave us an edify- 
ing volume on “The Christian After Death.” 
In “The Ministry of the Glory Cloud” he has 
produced a finer work that is an excellent con- 
tribution to the interpretation of Scripture on 
one of the most neglected subjects. The pene- 
trating insights expressed in simple and digni- 
fied language will appeal strongly to both min- 
isters and intelligent Christian laymen. J.R.R. 
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